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Census Bureau Investigating Reports Required of Businoss Firms. 


The Consus Bureau has started an investigation of government reports 
required of business firms, which may load to a reduction in their number, 
Statemonts have frequently appeared, pointing out the multiplicity of such re- 
ports asked from business firms, and the Buroau feels it is particularly im- 
portant that the mattor be cleared up because of tho numbor of important in- 
vestigations assigned to that Buresu by lew. 


Accordingly the Bureau is asking « numbor of large firms to whom the 
question is of interest to furnish a list of the reports they meke to govern- 
ment departments, with the oxact title of oach report and the name of the De- 
partment requesting the information. With this information in hend, tho Bureau 
will make a careful study of the reports and make recommendations for eliminat- 
ing or combining them, where possible. 


At the same time, the Bureau is asking trade associations and other 
agencies collecting statistics for a list of reports they collect that dupli- 
cate the government reports in any way. 


Labeling of Canned Frozen Fish. 


In response to an inquiry as to the labeling of cannod frozen fish, 
the Bureau of Chemistry has expressed the view that when frozen fish are canned 
the designation on tho label should be modifiod by a statoment indicating this 
to be the fact. By the term "frozen fish" tho Bureau refers to fish thet have 
been hold in cold storago for a considerable time, and not to thoso kept in 
such storage for a few hours or days when a glut of fresh-caught fish occurs at 
& canning plant. 
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Approprictions for Agricultural Research Work by Last Congress. 


The Purnell 5ill, which has boon before Congross for the past three 
years, was enacted into law at the last session of Congress. This bill appro- 
priates to each State agriculturel Expcrimont Station, in addition to funds al- 
ready granted cnnually to these stntions through previous enactments, $20,000 
for the fiscal yoar beginning next July 1. ‘This amount is incroased at the 
rate of $10,000 ». yoar until 1930, when the maximum of $60,000 no yoar is reached. 


The effect of this bill will be to double the Federal appropriations 
for agricultural research work to the State Agricultural Experiment Stations. 
This will make possible consicerc.blo expansion in the research activities of 
these state institutions, and it is hoped that meny of them may find it possi- 
ble to enlargo materially the scope of their cgricultural work rolating to pro- 
duction of bettor crops for canning. 


The Raw Products Bureau will keep in close touch with the devolop- 
ments made poseible by the Purnell Bill, and will welcome suggestions from mem- 
bers as to specific problems which should be brought to the attontion of the 

Experiment Stations at this time, 


Western Canncrs Association Mecting. 


The forty-first annual co:vention of the Western Canners Association 
will be held in the Hotel Cherman in Chicago on April 16 and 17, The conven- 
tion will be devoted chiefly to consideration of the production of canned foods 
and the growing of canning crops. 


Charges in Federal Trade Commission's Policy. 


Hereaftcr, according to an announcement issued with the approval of 
a majority of tho Foderal Trade Commission, it will be the policy of the Com- 
mission not to ontertain proceedings of alleged unfsir practices where the al- 
loged violation of low is a purely private controversy redressable in the 
courts, except where the practicos substantially tond to suppross competition 
as affecting the public. The Commicsion has accordingly dirocted its Chicf 
Counsel to report to the Commission, with a memorandun stating his rensons nnd 
views, oll such cases now pending for the disposition of the Commission, and 
also all ponding applications for a complaint whore the examination in his 
opinion shows that the applicetion comes within this new rule. 


As regards the hondling and settlement of cases, the Commission an- 
nounces that in the interest of cconomy and of dispatch of business, as well 
as the desirability of accomplishing the ends of the Commission with es little 
harm to respondents as possible, all cases should be scttled by stipulation, 
except where the public interest demands otherwise. But when the very busi- 
ness itself of the proposed respondent is fraudulent, the Commission holds 

thet the protection of the public may demand that the regular procedure by 
complaint and order shall prevail. There are some cases, the Commission states, 
where that is the only course which would be of any value at all, as, for ine 
stance, the so-called Blue Sky cases and all such where the business itself is 
inherently fraudulent or where a business of a legitimate nature is conducted 
in such a fraudulent manner that the Jommission is warranted in the belief that 
no agroement made with the proposed respondent will be kopt by him. 
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Another important change in tho rulos of proccdure providos that be- 
fore a complaint is issuod against a party, ho will be given an opportunity to 
show any recson ho may have why tho complaint should not be issucd. Under the 
old rules a notice and hearing wore givon eftor the complaint was issued. A 
majority of the Commission ic now of the opinion that tho mero issuance of a 
complaint is often of damage to a respondent, if it is lator found that ho is 
not guilty of the practices charged. The Commission stctos it is impossible 
to obviate this in all cases, but that great carc should bo oxorcised to avoid 
such offect. The majority of the Commission also believes that such hearings 
will bo to tho advantage of tho Commission by doveloping facts for tho infor- 
mation of the Commission from which it may be bottor able to determine whether 
cause exists for the issuance of a complaint. 


The hearings will be informal in nature and not involve the taking 
og testimony. The proposed respondent will be allowed to make or submit such 
statement of facts or law as ho desires. The extent and control of such hoar- 
ing will rest with a majority of the Board of Review. Three wovks' notice of 
the time and place of the hearing will be served on tho respondont by the sec- 
retary of the Comission, 


Publication of Interest to Canned Food Exporters. 


Tho Cuban market for Amcrican foodstuffs is analyzed in Trade Infor- 
mation Bullcotin No. 325, recently issued by the Bureau of Foroign and Domestic 
Commerce. Besides presenting statistics of the trade in the principal food- 
stuffs, including canned foods, tho bulletin contains information on import 
duties, puro-food laws, distributing methods, otc. Copies can be obtained by 
writing to the Bureau of Foroign and Domestic Commerce, Washington, D. C. 


Senate Agricultural Committee Favored Seod Legislation. 


The Norris Bill, which would authorize the Department of Agriculture 
to increase its activities on subjects relating to devcolopment of a better 

seed supply, was reported frvorably out of tho Senate Committeo on agriculture 
at the last session of Congress. This bill was endorsed by the National Can- 
ners Association at the Cincinnati Convention. 


Friends of the measure foe] that this favorable action by the Senate 
Committee will give the bill a bettor standing than it would otherwise have, 
when introduced in the noxt session of Congress. 


Directory of Specifications Nooring Compiction,. 


Within a fow months, the Department of Commerce announcos, there 
will be available printed copies of the directory of commodity specifications 
upon which the Department has beon working for about two years. The directory 
is to contain classified lists of all the commodity specifications in gencral 
use in the United States, including those used by the United States Governnont, 
state and city purchasing agents, and by large industries, as well as the speci- 
fications of the American Society for Testing Materials and the Federal Specifi- 
cations Board. About 6,000 commodities will be covered. The directory will 
furnish a bricf description of each specification, with directions for obtain- 
ing copies. To facilitate use of the lists there will be a cross-indexed find- 


ing list. 
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Later, tho Dopartmont of Commerce will issue complete copies of tho 
more important specifications and those loast readily obtainable. Ench spoci- 
fication will be printed in pamphlet form adapted to fit a standard size looso- 
leaf binder. 


Unfair Compotition Chargod. 


Alleged misropresontation and disparagement of a competitor's product 
is the basis of a complaint issued by the Federal Trade Commission against a 
baking powdor company, which is cherged with having represented through various 
mediums that the baking powder made by its competitor when used in baking, forns 
or tonds to form a certain hard mess in the digestive tract in persons consuming 
food prepared therewith, The complaint furthor alloges that respondont's agonts 
in house-to-house canvas make comparative tests betweon its own and competitor's 
baking powders, the tests being so manipulatod by carofully trained and instruct- 
ed demonstrators as to give the impression that respondent's product is superior 
to that of its compotitor., It is charged that these tests are deceptive and mis- 
loading, and result in the public being deceived as to the relative morits of 
the baking powders tested. 


Army Medical Students Visit Laboratory. 


The Senior Class of the School of Preventative Medicine of Walter 
Reed Hospital in Washington visited the Research Laboratory of the Association 
during the past week, . 


Abstracts of Canning Technology. 


The next issue of “Abstracts of Canning Technology" - Vol. II, No. 4 = 
is now in press and wil] soon be mailed to Association members, This nunber 
will contain a subject indox of all of the abstracts appearing in the 1924 is- 
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